Glossopharyngeal neuralgia is a rare cause of syncope. Neuralgia in the throat and neck triggers severe bradycardia up to asystole, and this leads to cardiac syncope, sometimes with seizures.' 2 We report the case of an elderly woman who had syncopal attacks preceded by paroxysms of neuralgia. This patient was successfully treated with carbamazepine (Tegretol).
Case report
An 83 year old woman was admitted in October 1985 because of Adams-Stokes attacks, which were preceded by excruciating pain in the left ear and pharynx. Pain was provoked by swallowing and head movements. She had had typhoid fever as an infant and glomerulonephritis as a young adult. She reported episodes of chest pain over the past ten years that subsided with sublingual glyceryl trinitrate; these were managed as sporadic angina. She 
